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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Registration 
 
 All families who wish to register their children for the Parish School of Religion (PSR) and 
Junior Youth Ministry (JYM) Programs must first be registered with the parish.  If your family is 
not registered with the parish, please call the Rectory Office and register before registering for 
PSR/JYM.  PSR/JYM Registration packets will be mailed in May of each year to families of 
returning students.  There are Registration Packs in the Gathering Room from June through 
September for new families who wish to register their children.  Registration packets consist of:  
a cover letter, Registration Form, Emergency Medical Authorization Form and Photo Release 
Authorization Form.  Children must be registered with all forms completed and submitted to the 
Religious Education Office prior to attending PSR/JYM Sessions on Sunday, September 19.  
Please contact the Religious Education Office at 330-659-6321 if you have questions about 
registering your children for PSR/JYM. 
 
Fees 
 
The fee for the 2022-2023 PSR/JYM Program is $60.00 per student with a $180.00 family 
maximum.  There is an additional Sacramental Fee for grades 2 and 8 of $50.00 per student.  
All fees are payable before the first PSR/JYM session on September 25, 2022, however, no 
child will be denied a place in the program due to financial difficulty.  Please contact the 
Religious Education Office if you have questions or concerns regarding fees. 
 
Textbooks 
 
Textbooks and calendar with a syllabus will be handed out at the Parent Orientation Meeting to 
be held on Thursday, September 22, 2022 at 7 pm or Saturday, September 24 at 10 a.m. both 
in the parish hall.   Since we have no room for storage at the middle school – students will be 
responsible to bring to their textbook to each class they attend.  JYM grade 7 students will 
be issued additional materials from and JYM grade 8 will be issued additional materials for the 
Confirmation Program. Grades 7 and 8 will be loaned a copy of the NAB Catholic Youth Bible.   
 
Parental Involvement 
 
Parent volunteers are always needed in various areas of our Religious Education and Youth 
Ministry Programs.  If you are interested in becoming a catechist, substitute catechist, 
classroom aid or hall monitor, please contact Darlene Bednarz in the Religious Education Office. 
All adult volunteers are required by the Dioceses of Cleveland to complete the VIRTUS Program 
(Protecting God’s Children) and have current fingerprinting and back-ground check on file in the 
Religious Education Office. 
 
As parents, you are the primary teachers of your children, and family faith formation is essential 
for spiritual growth.  Participation in Mass and PSR/JYM sessions is also an important part of 
your child’s on-going faith development.  Please make every effort to attend regularly.  It is also 
important to take time each week to review with your child any materials that are sent home.  
Materials may include:  important memos or newsletters.  This is a great way to reinforce 
concepts covered in class and stay informed as parents.  In the event that your child is 
absent from a scheduled class, refer to your child’s syllabus and go over the material 
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with your student at home.  When the child returns to class please ask the catechist if there 
were any handouts that they did not receive.   
 
In addition, this year we are implementing a new program, “Families of Faith” that includes the 
students as well as their families.  These Sunday morning events are listed on your calendar.  
 
Parents should familiarize themselves with these PSR/JYM guidelines, and refer to the event 
schedules you will receive separately.  Additional notices will be sent home on occasion and 
reinforced through email.  Important PSR/JYM updates and reminders will be sent by email and 
will appear in the Saint Victor Parish Bulletin.  On occasion Information Flyers will be sent home 
with the youngest or only child.  The Parish Bulletin can be picked up in church on the weekend, 
and is also posted on the parish website at www.saintvictorparish.org.  
 
 
Attendance 
 
If your student will not be attending a regularly scheduled PSR/JYM Session, please notify 
Darlene Bednarz at the Religious Education Office as soon as possible.  The best way to 
contact me is by email:  stvictorpsr@roadrunner.com.  This will enable us to inform the 
catechist of their absence, and to make sure that if we have any PSR/JYM handouts that week 
we can send them home to you through your email. 
 
 
Student Involvement 
 
Students benefit greatly by actively participating in weekly Mass, scheduled PSR/JYM sessions, 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word, parish social events and service projects.  Each child is blessed 
with special gifts and should be encouraged to share them with the Parish Community. 
 
 
Classroom Rules in General 
 
All students are expected to be courteous and respectful toward teachers and other students at 
all times.  Each catechist will set specific behavioral guidelines for his or her classroom which 
students will be expected to follow.  Parents will be notified of any behavioral problems that 
cannot be resolved in the classroom.   
 
Students should use the bathroom either before or after class but if they need to leave the 
classroom during class, they should go directly to the bathroom and return to class ASAP. This 
is especially important this year due to Covid. Younger students can be escorted to the 
bathroom during class by a classroom aide.  (No loitering in the bathroom or hallways while 
class is in session. 
 
Students are also expected to respect the property of Revere Middle School and the property of 
their students.  Students are at no time to go into an unused classroom or hallway. 
 
Cell phones must be turned off during PSR/JYM classes.  If a student is using their cellphone 
for any reason, the catechist will ask them to turn the cellphone over to them until the class is 
over. 

mailto:stvictorpsr@roadrunner.com


 
 

4 
Saint Victor Church PSR/JYM Family Handbook 2022-2023 

 
Entrance and Dismissal Procedure - See Diagram of Pick-Up Traffic Flow on page 5 
Students in grades 2 – 8 are to enter Revere Middle School via the main entrance.  Classes 
begin at 9:50 am and end at 11:10 am.  Students should not be dropped off prior to 9:30 am, 
however they should be picked up promptly when class is over.  For Kindergarten and Grade 1 
classes parents are asked to come into the building to drop off and pick up their child(ren) to 
assure their safety. 
 

 ALL Students should enter the school through the main entrance ONLY when being 
dropped off for PSR/JYM. 

 

 When stopping to drop-off or pick-up students, use the curb lane ONLY keeping the area 
directly in front of the building entrance open so that there is a clear path for pedestrians. 
 

 Please do not stop or park in the lane between the parking area of the lot and curb 
lane as this is a safety hazard for the children and stops traffic from flowing freely.  Also, 
those parked cannot pull out with a whole lane of cars stopped behind them. 

 

 Traffic should flow in one direction ONLY.   
 

 Please drive slowly (10 MPH or less) in the parking lot and exercise patience.  There are 
nearly 150 students being picked up within a short period of time and it is important that 
we maintain a safe Christian environment for everyone participating in our PSR/JYM 
Program.  

 

 Students should wait in the designated areas ONLY – see map on page 5.   
Students should be in view of the Traffic Monitors at all times – NO waiting around the 
corners of the building. 

 

 In order to keep everyone safe and traffic moving during drop-off and pick-up of students 
on Sunday morning, please follow these guidelines 

 
Early Dismissal 
 
If it is necessary for a child to leave PSR/JYM early, a signed note from a parent or guardian 
must be given to the Director of Religious Education, and the child will be dismissed at the 
appropriate time.  For the safety of children that are leaving early, parents are asked to come 
into the school and sign them out at the front desk.  A PSR aide or staff member will then 
go to your child’s classroom to pick up your child and escort them to you.  . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

5 
Saint Victor Church PSR/JYM Family Handbook 2022-2023 

Student Visitor Policy 
 
If it is necessary to have a friend visit with one of our student’s a written note must be sent 
with the visiting child which includes their name, emergency contact information and 
signature of their parent granting them permission to visit our PSR/JYM Program.  This 
note should be presented to the Director before the child is permitted into the classroom.  This 
insures the safety of our visitor should an emergency arise.  A visiting student should be a rare 
occurrence. 
 
Covid Policy 
 
This may be a very differing looking year.  All students, catechists, aids and visitors are advised 
to wear a mask at all time since many of our children are not yet vaccinated. If your child is 
unable to wear a mask, they must use a shield. 
“Go before you go” is important this year. We will need to keep bathroom visits to a minimum. 
We will have hand sanitizers in each classroom.  Please let us know if your child has any 
allergies to the ingredients found in them. 
Materials will not be shared.  Students will be provided with their own crayons, scissors, pencils 
and any other materials needed. 
Email is more important this year than ever so we can contact you regarding any changes. It will 
also be necessary if we need to teach remotely.  Please be sure you are receiving emails from 
St. Victor PSR. 
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PSR/JYM Cancellation 
 
In the event that PSR/JYM is cancelled due to inclement weather, we will post to the following 
TV Stations.  An announcement will also be made at the 8:45 Mass. 
 

Fox 8 News:  www.fox8.com 
 

News Channel 5:  www.newsnet5.com 
 

WKYC I-Alert Channel 3:  www.wkyc.com 
 
 

Please note:  all of the stations have websites – that post the closings –  
much more efficient than waiting for things to scroll on by. 

 
NOTE WELL:  Some of the stations do NOT list us under schools as we do not have a day 
school – you might have to look under businesses. 
 

REMEMBER:  We are a rather large area – with different conditions  
within just a few miles of each other.   

Please be aware of the conditions in your own area –  
if you feel it is unsafe – DO NOT RISK the safety of yourself and your children –use your 

discretion and just leave us an email message at stvictorpsr@roadrunner.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.fox8.com/
http://www.newsnet5.com/
mailto:stvictorpsr@roadrunner.com
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CURRICULUM 
 
Saint Victor Parish School of Religion (PSR) and Junior Youth Ministry (JYM) is dedicated to partnering 
with the families of our parish community as they strive to enrich the faith life of their children and young 
teens.  The PSR/JYM Program will support these efforts by providing a quality religious education for the 
children and teens of our parish, rich in the faith and traditions of the Roman Catholic Church.  Our 
parish staff and volunteers are committed to sharing the message of the Gospel through Christian 
example, prayer, study and service.  It is our hope that together we can build a strong foundation for our 
families, one that will inspire a deeper love for the Lord and continued growth in the knowledge and 

practice of our Catholic faith. 
 
Parish School of Religion (PSR) Grades K through 5 
 
Our program for grades Kindergarten through 8 is “Christ In Us” published by Sadlier.  The 
Sadlier “Christ In Us” Program addresses the needs of the child, the family, the catechist, and 
the Church community through: 

 Content that is faithful to the teachings of the Catholic Church and that holistically 
embraces the four pillars of the Catechism:  Creed, Liturgy and Sacraments, Moral Life, 
Prayer; 

 Reliance on Scripture, Catholic social teaching, vocation awareness, and mission; 

 Music and prayer which echo and anticipate liturgical celebrations; 

 Methodologies that engage the experience of the child, modeled on Jesus’ “pedagogy of 
faith”; 

 Reflection and activities which integrate catechesis, liturgy, and life; 

 Media and technology used in service to faith and in the context of family; 

 Review and assessment which reinforce the essential content of the lesson; 

 Reflections and activities which involve the children and their families in catechesis, 
prayer, discipleship and life. 

 
Each chapter includes a Sharing Faith with My Family page to be completed at home.  These family 
pages invite participation in each chapter through prayer, activities, information and review.  Activities 
and discussions on these pages are student-initiated, inviting the student to be the evangelizer.   

 
Junior High Youth Ministry (JYM) Grades 7 and 8 
 
Grade 7 In addition to the “Christ In Us” program, The “Discovering Program” Topic:  “Growing 
Up Sexually” published by St. Mary’s Press will be integrated into the grade 7 curriculum.   
 
Grade 8: In addition to the “Christ In Us” program, The Confirmation Program “Confirmation for 
teens” published by Liguori Publications will be integrated into the grade 8 curriculum. 
 
Praesidium:  Protecting God’s Children 
 
In order to continually enhance the efforts of the Catholic Church regarding the protection of 
children and the creation of safe environments, the Diocese of Cleveland has adopted a new 
training program for parents and children.  Praesidium-Called to Protect, a program which helps 
children protect themselves against sexual abuse, is now part of the required religious education 
curriculum for the Diocese of Cleveland.  All children in St. Victor’s PSR program grades K-6 will 
have the opportunity to participate in this program during the PSR year.  Children in grades K-6 
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will participate in the program on Sunday during a regularly scheduled PSR session. There will 
be a Parent Orientation Meeting in the Revere Middle School Cafeteria so that you may become 
familiar with the program.  Please see the PSR/JYM Schedules for dates and times of 
Praesidium sessions and the Parent Orientation Meeting. 
 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW) 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is celebrated on Sunday at the 8:45 Mass during the PSR/JYM 
year.  Liturgy of the Word with Children is a worship experience geared especially for children 
(ages 4-9).  It mirrors the worship experience of the larger community, with a style that is 
engaging and interactive.  Liturgy of the Word with Children offers an experience for the children 
to hear the Scriptures in words they understand and to share their own understanding of God’s 
word.  The catechist and teen volunteers lead the children in CLW in the Gathering Room during 
a Sunday morning Mass.  There is a CLW schedule posted in the Gathering Room.  All 
Confirmation students are required to assist in helping with CLW Session. (Please speak with 
Mrs. Bednarz about exceptions such as altar servers). Please sign up when the schedule is 
announced and posted. Scheduled CLW Sessions will be posted in the church bulletin. 
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
 
As members of the faith community, and as “primary catechists”, the first way parents can help 
to prepare their children for a sacrament is by their active participation in the celebration of the 
sacraments.  Weekly participation in the Eucharist and regular participation in the Sacrament of 
Penance and Reconciliation are important as children best learn the sacramental way of life by 
living it. 

 
It is expected that children who are preparing for the Grade 2 Sacraments of First Reconciliation 
and First Communion be enrolled and attend Grade 1 PSR/JYM Sessions.  It is expected that 
children who are preparing for the Grade 8 Sacrament of Confirmation be enrolled and attend 
Grade 7 PSR/JYM Sessions. 

 
First Reconciliation (Penance) – Second Grade 
 

As a parent of a child who is preparing to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first 
time, you are invited to experience with your child the gifts of joy, peace, forgiveness and new 
life that God offers through Jesus in this sacrament.  It is through you that your child learns to 
relate to God and others.  Your example of being open to receiving the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation yourself will help your child value the gift of God’s forgiveness. 
 

Our preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be done on Sunday mornings as a 
“Family of Faith” class.  The materials used will help the children appreciate the wonderful gift of 
God’s forgiveness.  Children will be learning the Ten Commandments and the Story of the 
Prodigal Son to use for an examination of conscience before confession and a prayer of sorrow 
to be said during confession. 
 

Children preparing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation and their families will meet at the 
church to view the confessional with Fr. Corrigan.  At this time, Fr. Corrigan will also walk the 
children through the Rite of Reconciliation and allow them to practice.  Please see the PSR/JYM 
Schedule for dates and times of First Penance, parent meetings and special events. 
 

First Communion (Eucharist) – Second Grade 
 
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, your child was welcomed to new life in God’s family.  Just 
as Baptism began your child’s initiation in the faith, preparing for First Eucharist continues this 
process as your child matures and grows in understanding and relationship with God, your 
family and the world.  Through lessons in provided materials, children will gain an awareness 
that the Eucharist, under the appearances of bread and wine, is the real Body and Blood of 
Christ.  They will gain a basic understanding that at Mass we praise and thank God for his 
goodness. 
 
Our preparation for the Sacrament will be done during some Family of Faith sessions as well as 
integrated into Sunday sessions to prepare grade two students for the Sacrament of First 
Communion after they receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Parents can also help their 
children prepare for the Sacrament of Eucharist by encouraging them to participate actively in 
the celebration of the Mass.  You as parent along with the catechists will explain to the children 
the guidelines about receiving Holy Communion and demonstrate correctly to them how 
Communion should be received. 
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Children preparing to receive the Sacrament of Eucharist for the first time will meet with Fr. 
Corrigan in the church to practice.  Fr. Corrigan will walk them through the celebration of First 
Eucharist and let them sample a host.  Please see the PSR/JYM Schedules for dates and times 
of the Sacrament of First Communion, parent meetings and special events. 
 
 
Confirmation – Eighth Grade 
 
The Sacrament of Confirmation is one of the three Sacraments of Initiation – Baptism, 
Eucharist, and Confirmation.  The word initiation refers to the formal process of joining an 
organization or a chosen way of life.  Together these three Sacraments initiate Catholics into an 
ever growing relationship with Christ and his Church. 
 
Through Baptism, we are reborn as we receive the grace of the Holy Spirit for the first time.  We 
are born to a new life in faith.  Confirmation completes the grace of Baptism.  In Confirmation we 
receive a special strengthening of the Holy Spirit, which seals or perfects the grace of Baptism.  
Confirmation, as it is in Baptism, is so powerful that it imprints us with a special spiritual mark, or 
character.  That is why Confirmation, like Baptism, can be received only once. 
 
The Families of Faith Program will be part of the confirmation program. Parents can help their 
children prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation by attending the confirmation sessions as 
well as by encouraging them to participate actively in weekly Mass, Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word, scheduled JYM and Confirmation sessions and retreat, special liturgies and social 
events, and service projects.  Please see the PSR/JYM Schedule for the dates and times of 
JYM and Confirmation Sessions, special liturgies and social events, Confirmation Retreat and 
Practice, and the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
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PSR/JYM FACULTY AND STAFF 
2022-2023 
 
Director of Religious Education:  Darlene Bednarz                 Office: (330) 659-6321  
Email:  stvictorpsr@roadrunner.com 
Religious Programs Assistant:  Sue Heckel  
       
 
 
 

 CATECHISTS  

Grade Room Name 
Kindergarten RMS Room 201  

Grade 1 RMS Room 202 Laura Cochran Ava Perciak 

Grade 2  RMS Room 203 Angie Perciak 

Grade 3 RMS Room 204 Joann Martinak 

Grade 4 RMS Room 207 Ed Sunkin 

Grade 5 
 

RMS Room 209 Janet Jankura 

Grade 6 RMS Room 301 Maria Johnson 

JYM Grade 7 RMS Room 305 Nick Rutherford 

JYM Grade 8A RMS Room 303 Steve Dutkiewicz 

 
 
 

See Diagram of Revere Middle School Classrooms on page 11 
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A Parent’s Prayer 
 

 

Lord, help me always to seek you above all,  

and to see your face in the faces  

of children everywhere.   

Help me to reflect your love to them  

in all that I do and say.   

Make me an instrument of your peace, Lord,  

a reconciling person who chooses peace for myself and encourages 

peace among others.   

When I fall short of being the person  

you call me to be,  

give me the faith and the humility to turn to you,  

so that my child might also seek  

the embrace of your love.   

Give me a merciful heart that is patient  

and forgiving so that my child,  

your child, may believe in and accept  

the gift of your unconditional love  

and enjoy the new life that you offer us  

in Jesus Christ through the power  

of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
 


